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ACM SIGIR-AP: Information Retrieval in the Asia Pacific

e Annual ACM-sponsored

conference that promotes and
disseminates IR research and

development within the Asia- Yiqun Liu Alistair Moffat Charles L. A. Clarke

Pacific region defined as
o Allof Asia

o Australasia,

o Theislands of the Pacific and )
Indian Oceans Xuanjing Huang Hideo Joho Yoelle Maarek Emine Yilmaz

SIGIR-AP Steering Committee Members



ACM SIGIR-AP: Information Retrieval in the Asia Pacific

e Introduction

o

o

o

Late November or early December each year

A 2~3-day event, with tutorial and workshop days &
as required ’

Mainland China (odd-numbered years); elsewhere
in the Asia-Pacific region (even-numbered years)

Could be co-located with CCIR, NTCIR, and FIRE

e Responsibility

o

o

Make every effort to be carbon neutral

Attendance options will be permanently available for remote participation
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e Conference Information

o Main Conference in Xi'an, China

Hosted by Xidian University

o Satellite Venue in Brisbane, Australia
Hosted by The University of Queensland ¢ +2 Hour

e Conference Sponsors:

o Diamond Sponsor: Xiaohongshu Inc. @

o Platinum Sponsor: Kuaishou Inc. %II';EE_E

o Bronze Sponsor: Weixin Search ¢ ¥{Si&—ig Brisbane

THE UNIVERSITY
OF QUEENSLAND

AUSTRALIA
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* All time are in Beijing (UTC+8)

Day 1, December 7 Day 2, December 8 Day 3, December 9 Day 4, December 10
Function Room 2 | Function Room 7 Grand Ballroom Grand Ballroom Grand Ballroom
9:00-10:30 9:00-9:20 9:00-10:00 9:00-10:15
Tutorial 1 | Tutorial 2 Opening Keynote 2 Session 7
10:30-11:00 9:20-10:20 10:00-10:20 10:15-10:35
Coffee Break Keynote 1 Coffee Break Coffee Break
11:00-12:30 10:20-10:40 10:20-12:10 10:35-12:05
Tutorial 1 (Cont.) | Tutorial 2 (Cont.) Coffee Break Session 4 Session 8
12:30-14:00 10:40-12:15 12:10-13:30 12:05-12:20
Lunch Break Session 1: RAG Lunch Closing
14:00-15:30 12:15-13:30 13:30-13:45 12:20-14:00
Tutorial 3 Tutorial 4 Lunch Industry Talk 2 Lunch
15:30-16:00 13:30-14:00 13:45-15:15 14:00-15:30
Coffee Break Industry Talk 1 Session 5 Workshops 1 Workshops 2
16:00-17:30 14:00-15:35 15:15-16:15 15:30-16:00
Tutorial 3 (Cont.) | Tutorial 4 (Cont.) Session 2 Poster + Coffee Coffee Break
18:00-20:00 15:35-16:30 16:15-17:45 16:00-17:30
Reception Poster + Coffee Session 6 Workshops 1 (Cont.) | Workshops 2 (Cont.)
16:30-18:10 18:30-20:30
Session 3 Banquet
Dinner (on your own)

Full Program Schedule: https://www.sigir-ap.org/sigir-ap-2025/Timetable/index.html
Proceedings: https://www.sigir-ap.org/sigir-ap-2025/accepted-papers/index.html
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Featured Talks

® Keynote 1: Preference-Based Evaluation (December 8th 9:20-10:20)
o By Fernando Diaz Carnegie Mellon University, USA

® Keynote 2: LLMs vs. Humans in Information Access Tasks: Performances, Behaviors, and Learning Abilities
(December 9th 9:00-10:00)

o By Min Zhang, Tsinghua University, China
® Industry Talk 1: Application of Multimodal LLM in Xiaohongshu Search (December 9th 13:30-14:00)
o By Daoxin Zhang

® Industry Talk 2: Recent Technical Advances in Recommender System of Kuaishou (December 9th 13:30-14:45)

o By Ruiming Tang
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e WIFI Access

e Search for Wyndham_Grand, and then fill in the
following information to verify and login:
RoomNo.: WH

Surname: 68219999

e ForIn-house guests, search for Wyndham_Grand
then fill in your room humber and surname to verify
and login.

ggggggggg
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SIGIR-AP 2025: The Third ACM SIGIR-AP Conference

e Main Conference (Ground floor)
Wyndham Grand Xi’an South

Wyndh G d Xi’an South
yndham Grand Xi’an Sou Venue Layout

Floor Plan w
1E t Ground Floor Plan
S 4= wN

M Main Venue B Tutorials [l Restaurant

B Exhibition Booth (A01-A03) A Posters (26 display boards, 52 posters)

B Restaurant [l Registration

e Banquet: Grand Ballroom




SIGIR-AP 2025: The Third ACM SIGIR-AP Conference

e In-person (Xi'An) Registration: 111 participants

o Full passport: 108

> Volunteers: 24

> Student Travel Awardee: 9

4 +2 Hour
o Workshop-only passport: 3

e All Virtual Registrations: 46 19 participants

—

o Satellite (Brisbane) Registration: 27 rv s

o Other Virtual Registration: 19
27 participants



Materials

Magnets from Shaanxi History Museum and Xi’an Museum
Badge Back
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Banquet - Interactive Activities

Fan Lacquering Touhu Game




Banquet - Performances
Tang Dynasty Drums Silk-String Melodies




We also have a luck draw!
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First Prize Second Prize Third Prize
Shadow Puppet Art Piece Grape-and-Bird Pattern Sachet Tang Dynasty Mural Photo Frame



PC Chairs

Program Overview

Evangelos

Call for papers: https://www.sigir-ap.org/sigir-ap-2025/call-for-papers

Kanoulas

Bhaskar Mitra Yadan Luo

University of

Amsterdam, Independent The University of
° ° Netherlands
Submission types:

Researcher Queensland, Australia

Regular Submissions: new, original contributions that have not been accepted elsewhere or
simultaneously submitted to another journal or conference

Revise-and-Resubmit (RR) Submissions: revised manuscripts that were submitted to but not
accepted by the SIGIR’25 or{ICTIR’25 conference

Paper types: Original research, resource, reproducibility,

industry, and perspective papers

Paper lengths: Between 2 to 9 pages (paper length commensurate with its contribution)

EKsUjsPk2mv30O_-Opcasrbev5006 L4318 (Use of Al tools for reviewing: strongly discouraged)

[Review guidelines for SIGIR-AP’25: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n2YqLV3D- ]

* New initiatives this year
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Program Overview

Abstracts submitted: 112; Desk rejected: 14

Venue or Track #Reviewed | #Accepted | Acceptance Rate
Regular submissions 83 35 42.2%
Revise-and-Resubmit submissions 15 11 73.3%
Total 98 46 46.9%

Also: 2 workshops, 4 tutorials, & 2 keynotes

® Number of submissions (after desk-
rejection) is up by 36%

® Overall acceptance rate (46.9%) is slightly
higher than last year (43.1%)

® Number of accepted papers is up by 48%

Region

Submission and Acceptance by Region

Mainland China
United States
Japan
Canada
Australia
India
Netherlands
UK
Germany
Taiwan
Ireland
Singapore
South Korea
Sweden
France
Nepal
Viet Nam
Switzerland
Norway
Iran
Finland
Hong Kong

“"‘OOHO.—\OOO
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Program Committee (1/3)

Negar Arabzadeh
Ashraf Bah Rabiou
Yuanchen Bei
Keping Bi
Emanuela Boros
Florian Boudin
Marco Braga
Carlos Buil Aranda
Fazli Can
Catherine Chavula
Jia Chen

Jiawei Chen
Ruey-Cheng Chen
Yigun Chen

Yuyan Chen
Zhumin Chen

Gong Cheng
Adrian-Gabriel Chifu
Tanya Chowdhury
Lizhen Cui

Preetam Prabhu Srikar Dammu

Kenny Davila
Gianluca Demartini
Zhirui Deng
Nemanja Djuric
Eduard Dragut

Pan Du

Zhaocheng Du
Liana Ermakova
Panagiotis Eustratiadis
Ingo Frommbholz
Junchen Fu

Xiao Fu

Luke Gallagher
Chen Gao

Weibo Gao
Xiaofeng Gao
Dario Garigliotti
Thomas Gerald
Alessandro Giuliani
Francesco Guerra
Bowei He

Maria Heuss

Min Hou

Wei Huang

Adam Jatowt
Seongku Kang
Sumanta Kashyapi

Mayank Kejriwal
Atsushi Keyaki

Ivica Kostric

Christin Katharina Kreutz
Weronika tajewska
Roy Ka-Wei Lee
Teerapong Leelanupab
Cuiping Li

Da Li

Dongyuan Li

Jianxin Li

Qiuchi Li

Roger Zhe Li

Yuchen Li

Zihao Li

Jianghao Lin



Program Committee (2/3)

Dongqi Liu
Dugang Liu
Fenglin Liu
Jingjing Liu

Yi Liu

Natalia Loukachevitch
Dan Luo
Simon Lupart
Yougang Lyu
Chenglong Ma
Xueguang Ma
Luis Martinez
Laura Menotti
Hao Miao
Marco Minici
Fengran Mo

Tendai Mukande
Thong Nguyen
Shiyu Ni

Annisa Maulida Ningtyas
Harrie Oosterhuis
Eliyahu Osherovich
Liang Pang

Virgil Pavlu

Pavel Pecina
Georgios Peikos
Aleksandr Petrov
Claudio Pomo
Jianzhong Qi
Buyue Qian
Ruihong Qiu
Changle Qu

Qiang Qu

Yongli Ren

Clara Rus

Valeria Ruscio
Alireza Salemi
Shawon Sarkar
Zhengliang Shi
Mark Smucker
Damiano Spina
Efstathios Stamatatos
Hongzu Su

Zhan Su

Xiangyu Sun
Xing Tang
Yanran Tang
Junichi Tatemura

Leila Tavakoli
Tommaso Teofili
Nandan Thakur
Riku Togashi
Johanne R. Trippas
Kazutoshi Umemoto
Puya Vahabi
Stefanos Vrochidis
Chuan-Ju Wang
Danny Wang
Hongzhi Wang
Jiaan Wang

Kai Wang

Pengfei Wang

Qi Wang

Shuyi Wang



Program Committee (3/3)

Xi Wang

Zhaobo Wang
Zhenduo Wang
Shiguang Wu
Tianxing Wu
Yunfan Wu
Zhijing Wu
Lianghao Xia

Bo Xu

Chen Xu

Hongyan Xu
Ruifeng Xu

Yiyan Xu

Zhichao Xu
Shuhei Yamamoto
Takehiro Yamamoto

Jiyuan Yang
Xu Yang

Lina Yao
Andrew Yates
Mert Yazan
Dezhi Ye
Zixuan Yi
Hongzhi Yin
Xiaoyu You
Puxuan Yu
Weijie Yu
Wenchao Yu
Xiaoshan Yu
Wei Yuan
Tianzi Zang
Richard Zanibbi

Fattane Zarrinkalam
Chengxiang Zhai
Dake Zhang

Fan Zhang
Hengran Zhang
Honglei Zhang
Kai Zhang
Peiyan Zhang
Shuo Zhang
Tianlin Zhang
Xiao Zhang
Xiaokun Zhang
Xinghua Zhang
Yangjun Zhang
Yi Zhang
Guoshuai Zhao

Yizheng Zhao
Chunyuan Zheng
Tongya Zheng
Fengbin Zhu



Senior Program Committee

Qingyao Ai

Mohammad Aliannejadi

Krisztian Balog
Xueqi Cheng
Zhiyong Cheng
Fabio Crestani
Shane Culpepper
Zhicheng Dou
Michael Ekstrand
Yi Fang

Fuli Feng

Jiafeng Guo
Matthias Hagen
Xiangnan He
Jimmy Huang
Hideo Joho

Makoto P. Kato
Wai Lam
Chenliang Li

Lizi Liao

Yiqun Liu

Jiaxin Mao
Alistair Moffat
ladh Ounis
Maya Ramanath
Zhaochun Ren
Tetsuya Sakai
Mark Sanderson
Xuemeng Song
Kazunari Sugiyama
Aixin Sun

Fei Sun

Paul Thomas
Ming-Feng Tsai
Julidn Urbano
Shijie Wang
Shuaigiang Wang
Zijian Wang

Long Xia

Xin Xin

Jun Xu

Masaharu Yoshioka
Min Zhang
Peng-Fei Zhang
Yongfeng Zhang
Jiashu Zhao
Wayne Xin Zhao
Xiangyu Zhao



Best Paper Chair

Best Paper Shortlisted Nominees

Selection Committee Members:

Sean

o Fabrizio Silvestri, Dawn Lawrie, Hideo Joho, Martin Potthast MacAvaney

University of Glasgow,
United Kingdom

® (Session 1) CogPlanner: Unveiling the Potential of Multimodal Retrieval Augmented Generation with
Planning. Xiaohan Yu, Zhihan Yang and Chong Chen

® (Session 3) FalseCoTQA: Adversarial Multi-Hop QA via Knowledge-Grounded False Chains of Thought.
Julien Serbanescu, Mahdiyar Ali Akbar Alavi, Faezeh Ensan and Fattane Zarrinkalam

® (Session 4) Adversarial Attacks against Neural Ranking Models via In-Context Learning. Amin Bigdeli,
Negar Arabzadeh, Ebrahim Bagheri and Charles L. A. Clarke

® (Session 5) ScaleFormer: Span Representation Cumulation for Long-Context Transformer. Jiangshu Du,
Wenpeng Yin and Philip Yu

® (Session 7) Investigating LLM Variability in Personalized Conversational Information Retrieval. Simon
Lupart, Daniél van Dijk, Eric Langezaal, lan van Dort and Mohammad Aliannejadi



What’s Happening in Brisbane Satellite?




What’s Happening in Brisbane Satellite?




Keynote:

Preference-Based Evaluation

Fernando Diaz

Associate Professor at Carnegie Mellon University's Language
Technologies Institute and a Research Scientist at Google. His work
focuses on evaluating Al systems, retrieval-enhanced Al, and exploring
Al's cultural impact in areas like music and literature. With prior leadership
roles at Microsoft Research Montréal and Spotify, he is recognized for
contributions to search and recommender systems, earning awards at
SIGIR, CIKM, and CSCW, as well as the 2017 BCS Karen Sparck Jones
Award and holds a CIFAR Al Chair. He also co-organizes events such as
NIST TREC tracks, WSDM, FAccT, SIGIR, and the CIFAR Workshop on Al
and Cultural Curation.



